KANSAS COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Kansas College of Technology started in 1965 as the Schilling
Institute. The college was created by the 1965 Kansas Legislature by
the passage of the Schilling Institute Act, which was HB 1101 in the
1965 Kansas Session Laws.

Schilling Institute was controlled by a three member board created
specifically to establish and control the college. This board, also
created by the 1965 legis 1ature was called the "State Education
Authority" (SEA). The SEA consisted of (1) The State Superintendent
of Public Instruction who served as Chair, (2) The Dean of
Engineering of Kansas State University and (3) A member at large.

The State Constitution was amended in 1968 to eliminate the SEA and
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and to provide for
the State Board of Education. This change became effective on
January 19, 1969. A bill was passed to change the name of the
college from Schilling Institute to Kansas Technical Institute and
to transfer control of the college from the SEA to the State Board
of Education, effective January 19, 1969. This legislation preserved
the original mission of the college.

The 1976 Kansas Legislature transferred control of the college from
the State Board of Education to the State Board of Regents. The
misgion remained the same but provision was made to allow the
mission of the college to be modified by the Board of Regents.

Institutional Role:

The role of the college was specifically stated in the 1965 HB
and was restated in the 1969 bill that transferred the ﬁ“lleg
the State Board of Education. That role was accepted by the
regents in 1976 and was reaffirmed by the following missi
statement adopted by the Board in December, 1976:

Kansas Technical Institute shall be responsible for providing
technical education and training in the fields of engineering
technology, science technology and related fields. The
principal mission of the institute shall be the education of
technologists and technicians in the general fields of
engineering and sciences. The mission of the institute shall
include programs approved by the Board of Regents and special
institutes, seminars, short courses and workshops at
appropriate locations in Kansas as approved by the Extension
Officer of the Board of Regents.

The clarity of the mission of KTI was expressed by the flve
Academic Plan which the Board adopted for the institute ir
plan includes this statement:

While other institutions in Kansas offer programs similar to
some of the programs at KTI, there is no institution with a
mission more clearly defined. The college's mission is unique,
statewide in scope , and compatible with the objectives of the
enabling legislation and all successive statutes.
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