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Electronics engineering technology
cted to be offered when the new S
doore during the fall of 1944 on
The new college had been ©
ature during the 1945 legi
nLement by the department
be closed that year.
lation, the new college wo uld be
effective July 1, 1945 and woul b
beginning with the fall semester o FEE Henr;
appointed as the first pr
sponsibility of a-_embllnu the faculty and ;
begin operations. The new presidents task was a f-rmldab
The first years operating budget provided only for limited s
equipment; further the Department of Defense did
buildings to the new institution until aftter January
Because of these constraints, most of the initial teach-
faculty""were not hired unti1" a%¥ter July 1, 19866,

Joined the new institution, instead of a colle
they Found a collection of mostly Korean War vintag
frame office buildings that required conversion to claasrron
laboratory Facilities. Only a few weeks remained until
were due to start. Much of the character of the new insti
was developed during these weeks as the newly formed
organized itself into what became Known as "black sack gang
help the skeleton phrsical plant crew kKnock down old walls
build new ones so that class rooms and laborzatories would
available when the students arrived. The work frequently went on
through the evening hours with brown bag dinners being the fare

of the day. A campus would be created; swords would be hammered
into plow shares.
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Twenty—two Electronics students were among those forming the
student body during the first year of operation. Initially,
classes were held in the current General Studies building.
Later that wear the ﬁlec*ronlcs department joined the aeronauti-
cal, «civil and mechanical engineering technology departments in
occupying a large frnme nfr cture that had been designated as the
Technology Laboratory or TL building. Later, this building
became infested with termites and was commonly referred to as
the "Termite Lab". The TL building eventually was torn down and
the site is now occupied by the new Technology Center. IR Janos
ary of 1948, with student help, the department moved into the
current computer—electronics building, which was kKnown then by
the air force designation of "Building 837".

initial programs were
ion in addition to  the
=t secondary education.
nology curriculum re-
cerfaxn cr i ticadsdpath
sion. In one sense

When the college was formed, the
designed to include a required summer =
normal four semesters normally found in po
The original electronics enginesering tech
quired 72 semester credit hours with

courses being offered during the summer ses
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lege was ahead of it” i However, in the mid 1%&0°=
tudents were not ready ! school on a year arcund
Many students went home to work for the summer and those
returned were out of sequence and unable to complete the
program in the allotted time. For this and other reasons only
four of the original twenty—two beginning students were among the
ten individuals graduating when the college held it’s first com-
mencement in the spring of 1948, Two others graduated with later
classes after serving in the military. The . finst . Electronics
Engineering Technology graduates were: Danny Drummond, Bruce
+eene, Ed Macy and Ken Morgan. A lot was at stake when these
graduates lett school for jobs in industry. The reputation of
the college would ride on the shoulders of these young men. Two
were hired by Sandia Laboratories and two by Phil]ips aisl . Compar
¥ o The wvalidity of the college’s curricula was socon  shown.
Feedback +rom industry indicated that graduates from all of the
colleges programs were doing well. That todars ;r duat are
well accepted by industry is a tribute to the nbil ties of thos
graduating during the early vears of the colleqge.

Full=time faculty during the early years of the program
included John Dollar, Department Head, Chet RankKin and Jerry
Hill, along with Robert Tambling, Ranveer Rathore and M.T. Baer
as part—time faculty. Later, Chet Rankin would become Department
Head with ™M.T. Baer and Larry Farmer as full-time faculty and
RFobert Tambling as part-time facultr.

In 1949, name of the college was changed to Kansas Techni-

Institute and the board of control was switched From the

Education Authority to The State Board of Education. By

it was apparent that the 72 hour curriculum with the re-

summer semester as not well received by students.

JUﬁnfl all of the colleges programs were revised to contain

¥ imum of four semesters and contain no more than && Credit

The revised programs were well excepted by students and

department began to grow. By the 17272 time +frame departmen-

enroliments stabiliz in the &0-70 range. Al though funds

were short, the college continued to make steady improvements in

laboratory equipment and to refine the curriculum. Graduates of

the program continued to find ample employment opportunities with

companies such as Boeing Airplane Company, MNCR, Texas Instru-

ments, Hewlett-Packard, Sandia Laboratories, Phillips 0i1 Compa-
n¥, King Radio Company and others.

In 1272, Larry Farmer was assigned as department head
M.T. "Buz" Baer and Ardon Birdsong as full-time facultyr.

Mr. Birdsong would be replaced by Keith Andrews. A major
forward was taken in 1974 when the Computer Science and
Electronics and Mechanical Engineering Technology depa r+m
received initial accreditation from the Engineers Council
Professional Development (ECPFD). (During the 1980 timeframe,

ECFD became Known as the Technologyr Accreditation Commission of
the Accreditation Board +or Engineering and Technology also Known
as TaAC/ABET). In 1980, the college received initial accredita-
tion from the Morth Central Asscociation of Colleges and Universi-




timeframe enrollments in Electronics Engi-
had .grown ;Lo +80-%0 students..  .In L1274, control
sed to the Kansas Board of Regents. The effect
Was ily apparent as the college began to deue1op five wear
plans o improve faculty salaries and acquire new laboratory
equipment. Both were sorely needed. The high rate of inflation
that occurred during the 19270°s made it difficult to compete with
pndustry pofor . the txpe . of +nculty required to staff accredited
engineering technology programs. One result of the better fund-
ing was the remodeling of "Building 237" into the -urrnnf comput-—
er—-electronics facility. This occurred during the 1978-79 school
vear. In order to accomplish this task, it was necessary to move
the department into the old Community Center Building the
south end of the campus for one year. Prior to remodeling, the
department was the sole occupant of "837". After remodel ing the
department shared the facility with the Computer Science Depart-
ment. Full-time faculty during this time frame included Larry
Farmer, Department head, M.T. "Buz" Baer and Ken Stueve. Fart-
time faculty were Bob Bingham and Joe Ricketts.

During the early 19807 the electronics department experi-
enced a periocod of rapid growth. Enrclliments in Electronics
Engineering Technology expanded and the department was assigned
eer lnu
Technology program developed originally by the computer sci

administrative responsibility for the new Computer Engin

SEdiieiee
department. By the 1983-85 timeframe the combined enrclliments
for both programs was in the 150-140 range. One benefit of the
increased enrollments was additional funding, as a result the
department was able to make considerable improvements to the
laboratories during thi period, Because of the combined pro-
grams along with concerns expressed by accreditation agencies,
several changes were made in the structure of the curriculum
during the 1981-83 period. The changes included adding one
credit hour of laboratory to the chemistry course and adding a
requirﬁd computer course to the Electronics En QIHPPFIHQ Technolo-
gy curriculum. The result was the &8 credit ho program rur—
rent1} in place. Faculty during the first h11+ @fi the 1780
included Larry Farmer, Department Head, M.T. "Buz" Baer, Dr. John
Smith, William Krall, Richard Bartlieme, David Delker and Lee
Gatton. FPart time faculty included Phil Renkinmeyer and Don
Wigains.

In 1984, the department acquired it‘s second accredited
curriculum when the Computer Engineering Technology Curriculum
received initial accreditation from the Technology Accreditation
Commission of the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Tech-
nologr(TACSABET . On the negative side, durtni the i i
turbulent economic conditions in Kansas along with a
sive recruiting posture on the part of the college
in fewer students selecting the electronics field as
Enrocliments in the electronics programs have dropped to +he

4,
0
[ ]

oo
ol

w
oo e
3N e ™3

o 73

ey
op
| D oD

-+ .—r o0 ooeom

range during the past two to three years. A1 though enrollmen
have dropped, placement cpportunities for HrddUd+EE continue
be good. Faculty during recent years has included: Larry Farmer,
Department Head, Rod Anderson (Department Head 1%78%9-%0>, M.T.
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“Buz" Baer, Ron Richolson and Mike Wilson. In 1984 the
ment finally recieved authorization to hire
cian. Rob Kelly and now Scott Jensen have
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